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U. S. Green Party endorses North Carolina "Stop the

War Profiteers" Campaign

National party adopts state proposal, joins Durham's

Institute for Southern Studies in condemning corporate looters
DURHAM: The Green Party of the United States has adopted a proposal from the North Carolina Green Party calling for Congressional hearings on the activities and influence of corporations doing business in Iraq. Both the state and national parties have now endorsed the Stop the War Profiteers campaign initiated recently by Durham's Institute for Southern Studies.

A handful of well-connected U.S. corporations -- many with scandal-ridden histories -- are profiting handsomely from the invasion and pushing privatization plans that will further impoverish the Iraqi people. These companies exert an undemocratic influence in U.S. politics, making contributions to politicians and reaping huge military contracts in return.

The proposal adopted by the Green Party calls for an "excess profits tax" like the ones instituted during every major American conflict since 1860. During the Civil War, World War I and World War II, the U. S. government used this tax to prevent companies making fortunes from death and destruction.

"We call for an end to the corporate take-over and selling-off of Iraq's industry and resources," the Green Party resolution reads, "and demand that they be returned immediately to the Iraqi people. The wealth of Iraq belongs to the people of Iraq -- not multinational corporations."

Alan Burns, co-chair of the North Carolina Green Party, said, "The behavior of the Bush administration and its corporate cronies in Iraq is deeply troubling. America should be establishing democracy, not stealing the country's riches."

"The Green Party endorses this campaign against war profiteering," said North Carolina co-chair Jerry Surh, "and we are excited that a North Carolina organization has taken the lead in pushing Congress for corporate accountability in Iraq."
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