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NC Green Party opposes Ashcroft and

PATRIOT Act defense tour
Green Party will join activists protesting Ashcroft's speech

to law enforcement tomorrow

DURHAM: The North Carolina Green Party will join activists from across the state Saturday to protest U.S. Attorney General John Ashcroft's appearance before local law enforcement officials.

Ashcroft speaks in defense of the USA PATRIOT Act at noon tomorrow at the Sheraton Imperial Hotel in south Durham. Many believe the Attorney General's current four-state tour is a public relations effort before the introduction of a more far-reaching crackdown on civil liberties, dubbed by some, "PATRIOT Act II."

"John Ashcroft's PATRIOT Act was a piece of legislation passed during a crisis situation," said Green Party co-chair Elena Everett. "It was not given appropriate Congressional scrutiny, and it threatens very basic American civil liberties, such as the right to public trial, attorney-client confidentiality and freedom of association. PATRIOT Act II should be blocked by all who genuinely respect and defend our liberties and our democracy."
Party co-chair Jerry Surh said: "The PATRIOT Act should be repealed. It was never a necessary  tool to battle terrorism, and it has resulted in the prolonged and unconstitutional detention of thousands of immigrants, abusing the very freedoms the Bush administration claims to be promoting around the world."
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