June 5, 2003

Charlotte Green Bus Events

For Immediate Release 

On June 10th the faint smell of french-fries will follow a group of North Carolina students to Charlotte, North Carolina.  Students from several NC colleges, including UNCC, will be riding a vegetable oil powered car this summer, promoting social and environmental responsibility. The North Carolina Campus Greens, a student organization rooted in Universities throughout the state, will travel in a 1984 VW Rabbit Diesel that the students converted to run on waste vegetable oil.  The “Veggie-car” is currently making its way across the state and will be in Charlotte on June 10th through 15th.

The purpose of the tour is to promote awareness of alternative fuels and progressive issues. The Campus Greens seek to inform people about sustainable, cost-effective and environmentally friendly alternatives to the current harmful energy practices; the Green Car is an example of these alternatives.

Vegetable oil fueled vehicles reduce harmful emissions by as much as 70% and require only minor engine modification.  Most restaurants must pay to dispose of waste vegetable oil and are willing to give it away for free. This demonstrates the feasibility and economical soundness of practical alternatives to fossil fuels.  

Riders with Project Green Bus will share knowledge about issues ranging from sustainable agriculture and air quality standards to healthcare initiative and corporate accountability. Engaged students from campuses across the state will use Project Green Bus as their vehicle to reach the North Carolina community and make their views heard by encouraging civic engagement as well as personal and global responsibility. Riders for Project Green Bus were chosen for their ability to create constructive dialogue about these issues. They intend to educate the public and also hope to speak with their elected officials about environmental protection and other issues that they feel are important to the state.

The Campus Greens will be holding a benefit concert on June 15th at Fat City. The concert will be a fundraiser featuring local Charlotte area bands, including the band Matador Blues, and will be serving to create an environmental awareness among Charlotte area youth. Proceeds will go to the continuation of Project Green Bus.

Elena Everett and Roey Rosenblith can provide information on Project Green Bus and events in Charlotte and throughout NC. Elena can answer technical questions about vegetable oil fueled cars. Roey can provide information on the North Carolina Green Party and the Campus Greens.  

James Sellers can provide information on the June 15th benefit concert.

Lee Hicks can provide information on UNCC Campus Greens.

The Green Car will be on display and available for photographing at the following events:

Tuesday, June 10- Concord, NC - Lowe's Motor Speedway for their 5pm OdoBan Summer Shootout

 Wednesday, June 11- Talley's Green Grocery in Charlotte.  10am-4pm

 Thursday, June 12- UNC-Charlotte all day

 Saturday, June 14th- Center City Green Market 8am-1pm.  

 Sunday, June 15 - Fundraiser at Fat City

More information is available at our website: www.ncgreenbus.com
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